The activation-associated antigen 4F2 predicts patient survival in low-grade B-cell lymphomas.
Expression of the activation-associated 4F2 antigen, transferrin receptor and interleukin-2 (IL-2) receptor on suspended cells from 75 biopsied low-grade non-Hodgkin lymphomas (L-NHL) of B-cell origin was correlated to patient survival, clinical prognostic parameters and estimated DNA synthesis. 4F2 antigen expression correlated significantly with poor patient survival, high DNA synthesis and transferrin receptor expression. Transferrin receptor expression was associated with high DNA synthesis and treatment response, but not with patient survival. On the other hand, IL-2 receptor was correlated neither to patient survival nor to other studied markers for cell activation, but seemed to be expressed on certain subsets of lymphomas. We suggest that monoclonal antibody (MAb) against the activation-associated 4F2 antigen could be used to select patients with L-NHL for aggressive chemotherapy.